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who had desired that he should preach before him on the following Sunday, but that he should use the text which, the King himself should send him, and no other.
" The student was anxious to have the text, that he might consider his sermon, but one day after another of the week passed, and at last Sunday came and no text was sent. The time for going to church came, and no text had arrived. The King and the court were seated, and the unhappy student proceeded with the service, but still no text was given. At last, just as he was going up into the pulpit, a sealed paper was given to him. After the prayer he opened it, and it was . . . blank! He turned at once to the congregation, and showing them the two sides of the paper, said, ' Here is nothing, and there is nothing, and out of nothing God made the world' — and. he preached the most striking sermon the court had ever heard."
Mrs. Thornton described how old Mr. Thornton had been staying in Somersetshire with Sir Thomas Acland, when he heard two countrymen talking together. One of them said to the other., who was trying to persuade him to do something, " Wai, noo, as they say, ' shake an ass and go.' " Mr. Thornton came back and said to Sir Thomas, "What very extraordinary proverbial expressions they have in these parts. Just now I heard a man say < shake an ass and go' — such a very extraordinary proverbial expression." "Well," said Sir Thomas, "the fact is there are a great many French expressions lingering iu this neighbourhood: that meant ' Chacun & son gofit!'"
Of the new acquaintances I made in Oxfordshire, those of whose hospitality I oftenest availed myself

